
Attachment Senior 5 
 
Term 1 
 
2 writings 
 
-Write a story called The Lie in which you reveal the reasons for a lie you once told. 
 
-Compare ways in which writers present older characters in two stories from “Stories of 
Ourselves” 
 
Term 2 
 
2 writings 
 
-Write a short opening chapter to a novel called The Darkness Came Down. In your 
writing create a sense of mystery and suspense. 
 
- With close reference to detail, discuss George’s treatment of Nick in the following  
Extract: 
 
George: Martha says you’re in the Math Department, or something. 
Nick [as if for the hundredth time]: No … I’m not. 
George: Martha is seldom mistaken … maybe you should be in the Math Department, 
or something. 
Nick: I’m a biologist. I’m in the Biology Department. 
George [after a pause]: Oh. [Then, as if remembering something] OH! 
Nick: Sir? 
George: You’re the one! You’re the one’s going to make all that trouble … making 
everyone the same, rearranging the chromozones, or whatever it is. Isn’t that right? 
Nick [with that small smile]: Not exactly: chromosomes. 
George: I’m very mistrustful. Do you believe … [Shifting in his chair ] … do you 
believe that people learn nothing from history? Not that there is nothing to learn, mind 
you, but that people learn nothing? I am in the History Department. 
Nick: Well … 
George: I am a Doctor. A.B.… M.A.… PH.D.… ABMAPHID! Abmaphid has been 
variously described as a wasting disease of the frontal lobes, and as a wonder drug. It is 
actually both. I’m really very mistrustful. Biology, hunh? [NICK does not answer … 
nods … looks.] I read somewhere that science fiction is really not fiction at all  
… that you people are rearranging my genes, so that everyone will be like everyone 
else. Now, I won’t have that! It would be a … shame. I mean … look at me! Is it really 
such a good idea… if everyone was forty-something and looked fifty-five? You  
didn’t answer my question about history. 
Nick: This genetic business you’re talking about … 
George: Oh, that. [Dismisses it with a wave of his hand.] That’s very upsetting … very 
… disappointing. But history is a great deal more … disappointing. I am in the History 
Department. 
Nick: Yes … you told me. 
George: I know I told you … I shall probably tell you several more times.  



Martha tells me often, that I am in the History Department … as opposed to being the 
History Department … in the sense of running the History Department. I do not run the 
History Department. 
Nick: Well, I don’t run the Biology Department. 
George: You’re twenty-one! 
Nick: Twenty-eight. 
George: Twenty-eight! Perhaps when you’re forty-something and look fifty-five, you 
will run the History Department.… 
Nick: … Biology.… 
George: … the Biology Department. I did run the History Department, for four years, 
during the war, but that was because everybody was away. Then … everybody came 
back … because nobody got killed. That’s New England for you. Isn’t that amazing? 
Not one single man in this whole place got his head shot off. That’s pretty irrational. 
[Broods.] Your wife doesn’t have any hips … has she … does she? 
Nick: What? 
George: I don’t mean to suggest that I’m hip-happy.… I’m not one of those thirty-six, 
twenty-two, seventy-eight men. No-siree … not me. Everything in proportion. I was 
implying that your wife is … slim-hipped. 
Nick: Yes … she is. 
George [looking at the ceiling]: What are they doing up there? I assume that’s where 
they are.Nick [false heartiness]: You know women. 
George [gives NICK a long stare, of feigned incredulity … then his attention moves]: 
Not one son-of-a-bitch got killed. Of course, nobody bombed Washington. No … that’s 
not fair. You have any kids? 
Nick: Uh … no … not yet. [Pause] You? 
George [a kind of challenge]: That’s for me to know and you to find out. 
Act 1 
 
Term 3 
 
2 writings 
 
-‘Downloading music, films and television programmes without paying can never be 
justified.’ Do you agree? You should offer detailed reasons for your opinions. 
 
-‘The man of life upright, 
 Whose guiltless heart is free …’ (from ‘The Man of Life Upright’) 
 Compare this poem to another and explore different aspects of human nature. 


